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The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. CULBERSON).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
June 26, 2001.

I hereby appoint the Honorable JOHN
ABNEY CULBERSON to act as Speaker pro tem-
pore on this day.

J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING HOUR DEBATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2001, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning hour debates. The Chair will
alternate recognition between the par-
ties, with each party limited to not to
exceed 25 minutes, and each Member,
except the majority leader, the minor-
ity leader, or the minority whip, lim-
ited to not to exceed 5 minutes, but in
no event shall debate extend beyond
9:50 a.m.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5
minutes.

———————

PROJECT IMPACT

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker,
numerous natural events of the past
few months, including the earthquake
in the State of Washington and Trop-
ical Storm Allison of just recent days
in Texas and Louisiana, have under-
scored our need for disaster prepared-
ness.

What we have learned from these
events is that we can in fact save lives
and money by making investments up

front to protect our communities.
What we have learned is that what we
do in the beginning by hardening the
sites, preparing people’s responses,
moving out of harm’s way, has an over-
whelming payback, a payback not just
in money but in lives saved and injury
and human misery avoided.

As was pointed out in yesterday’s
Washington Post, spending money in
disaster mitigation pays off. It has
often been cited that in the great flood
of 1993, Charles County, Missouri, suf-
fered $26 million in damages. However,
the same area, after a significant
buyout and a similar flood 2 years
later, caused only $300,000 in damage.

Our friends at the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency believe
that in the past 8 years the buyout pro-
grams of the Federal government have
received a 200 percent rate of return in
investment in disaster mitigation.

It is frustrating that, in the wake of
these tragedies, the Bush administra-
tion and its Office of Management and
Budget have proposed cutting funds for
several of these Federal mitigation
programs, including FEMA’s Project
Impact.

Mr. Speaker, I have had significant
opportunity to interact with the men
and women working with Project Im-
pact. This was one of the creations of
former Director James Lee Witt that
has in fact earned him international
recognition.

I have seen that, contrary to the ad-
ministration’s assertion that Project
Impact has not proven effective, I have
seen Project Impact leverage even a
modest Federal investment in my own
community to be a lynchpin for addi-
tional commercial investments, as well
as careful planning and consideration
by local government.

I had an opportunity last fall to ad-
dress the Conference of Project Impact
Volunteers. One of the most important
aspects of this program is the develop-
ment of the human infrastructure to

aid in disaster mitigation. It is hard to
imagine a Federal investment doing
more than to produce these dedicated
volunteers making the difference in
making these programs work.

Project Impact is not a grant pro-
gram. It provides seed money to build
disaster-resistant communities. It is a
commonsense approach to help com-
munities protect themselves. It offers
expertise and technical assistance. It
puts the latest technology and mitiga-
tion practices into the hands of local
communities, and most important, it
brings people together to understand
how they can solve their own problems.

Started just 5 years ago with seven
pilot projects across the country, there
are now 2,500 Project Impact business
partners, including Federal agencies
like NASA, that are working in 250
Project Impact communities.

Mr. Speaker, Joe Allbaugh, a long-
time friend and Bush appointee, the
new Director of FEMA, has pointed out
that he is deeply impressed by the
“swift and tangible results,”” his words,
of buy-out programs and other efforts
to mitigate the cost of disasters before
they strike. I know from the news ac-
counts that he has taken his budget
concerns to the bean-counters at OMB
who need to understand the potential
benefits of continuing this program.

I must commend the Bush adminis-
tration for understanding the potential
of using reform in other contexts. I ap-
preciate and applaud their putting
money in the budget that signifies re-
form of the National Flood Insurance
Program.

The gentleman from Nebraska (Mr.
BEREUTER) and I for the last 2 years
have been working to reform the flood
insurance program so it is no longer
subsidizing people to live in areas
where it is repeatedly shown that it is
dangerous and inappropriate.

I hope the administration will build
on this notion of reform that they are
proposing in flood insurance and carry
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it over in Project Impact. We cannot
afford to lose it.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. There
being no further requests for morning
hour debates, pursuant to clause 12,
rule I, the House will stand in recess
until 10 a.m.

Accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 8 min-
utes a.m.) the House stood in recess
until 10 a.m.

——
J 1000

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order at 10 a.m.

The Reverend Lawson Anderson,
Canon Pastor, Episcopal Diocese of Ar-
kansas, Little Rock, Arkansas, offered
the following prayer:

Let us pray. Gracious God, as we pre-
pare in the week ahead to celebrate the
anniversary of the founding of this Re-
public, we commend this Nation to
Your merciful care. We pray that being
guided by Your providence we may live
securely in Your peace.

Grant to the President of the United
States, to the Members of this Con-
gress, and to all in authority wisdom
and strength to know and to do Your
will. Fill them with the love of truth
and righteousness and make them ever
mindful of their calling to serve this
country in Your fear. Guide them as
they shape the laws for maintaining a
just and effective plan for our govern-
ment.

Give to all of us open minds and car-
ing hearts and a firm commitment to
the principles of freedom and tolerance
established by our Nation’s founders
and defended by countless patriots
throughout our history.

Help us to stamp out hatred and big-
otry, to embrace the love and concern
for others that You have clearly shown
to be Your will for all mankind. Bring
peace in our time, O Lord, and give us
the courage to help You do it.

For we ask this in Your name. Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote on
agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of
the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. Speaker, I object
to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.
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The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from New York (Mr. MCNULTY) come
forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. MCNULTY led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

WELCOME TO REVEREND LAWSON
ANDERSON, GUEST CHAPLAIN

(Mr. HUTCHINSON asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HUTCHINSON. Mr. Speaker, it is
with great pleasure that I welcome
Reverend Lawson Anderson to the
House floor and thank him for such an
encouraging opening prayer.

Reverend Anderson is a lifelong resi-
dent of Arkansas and thousands have
been blessed with his compassion and
support in times of crisis. He is well-
known for his wisdom, his wonderful
wit, and his easy manner in any situa-
tion. After successful careers in for-
estry and banking, Lawson was called
to the ministry and has served Epis-
copal congregations in Springdale,
Newport, and North Little Rock.

In his life, Lawson reflects a true
commitment to helping and encour-
aging others; from prison ministries to
respite care for the elderly; from youth
services to mental health; from crisis
to crime prevention.

After 25 years of ministry, he con-
tinues his work. He has provided sup-
port and counseling to law enforcement
officials, educators, and health profes-
sionals following the tragic school
shootings in Jonesboro and the torna-
does in Central Arkansas.

He has served his community, his
State, and his Nation with honor and
compassion. While he reminds me that
he is here today not to be praised but
to pray, I am honored to have him pray
with us today and to recognize the
work he has done for the people of Ar-
kansas.

————
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, the pending business is the
question of the Speaker’s approval of
the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. Speaker, I object
to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.
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The SPEAKER. Evidently a quorum
is not present.

The Sergeant at Arms will notify ab-
sent Members.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER (during the vote). The
Chair would like the Members’ atten-
tion.

The Chair is advised that one column
of the lights on the voting display
panel is inoperative at this moment
but that all those Members are being
recorded. Members should verify their
votes.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 346 nays 45,
answered ‘‘present’ 1, not voting 40, as
follows:

[Roll No. 189]

YEAS—346
Abercrombie Davis, Jo Ann Horn
Ackerman Davis, Tom Hostettler
Akin Deal Houghton
Allen DeGette Hoyer
Andrews Delahunt Hulshof
Armey DeLauro Hunter
Baca DeLay Hutchinson
Bachus DeMint Hyde
Baker Deutsch Inslee
Baldacci Diaz-Balart Isakson
Baldwin Dicks Israel
Ballenger Dingell Issa
Barcia Doggett Jackson (IL)
Barr Dooley Jackson-Lee
Barrett Dreier (TX)
Bartlett Duncan Jefferson
Barton Dunn Jenkins
Bass Edwards Johnson (CT)
Becerra Ehlers Johnson (IL)
Bentsen Ehrlich Johnson, E. B.
Bereuter Emerson Johnson, Sam
Berkley Engel Jones (NC)
Berman English Jones (OH)
Berry Eshoo Kanjorski
Biggert Etheridge Keller
Bilirakis Evans Kennedy (RI)
Blagojevich Everett Kerns
Blumenauer Farr Kildee
Blunt Ferguson Kilpatrick
Boehlert Flake Kind (WI)
Boehner Fletcher King (NY)
Bonilla Foley Kirk
Bono Ford Kleczka
Boswell Frank Knollenberg
Boyd Frelinghuysen Kolbe
Brady (TX) Frost LaFalce
Brown (FL) Gallegly LaHood
Brown (OH) Ganske Lampson
Brown (SC) Gekas Langevin
Bryant Gephardt Lantos
Burr Gibbons Larson (CT)
Buyer Gilchrest Leach
Callahan Gillmor Lee
Calvert Gilman Levin
Camp Gonzalez Lewis (CA)
Cannon Goode Lewis (KY)
Cantor Goodlatte Linder
Capito Gordon Lofgren
Capps Goss Lowey
Cardin Graham Lucas (KY)
Carson (IN) Granger Lucas (OK)
Carson (OK) Graves Luther
Castle Green (TX) Maloney (NY)
Chabot Green (WI) Manzullo
Chambliss Greenwood Markey
Clayton Grucci Mascara
Clyburn Gutierrez Matheson
Coble Hall (OH) Matsui
Collins Hall (TX) McCarthy (MO)
Combest Hansen McCarthy (NY)
Condit Harman McCollum
Conyers Hart McCrery
Cooksey Hastings (WA) McGovern
Coyne Hayes McHugh
Cramer Hayworth MclInnis
Crenshaw Hill McIntyre
Crowley Hilleary McKeon
Cubin Hobson McKinney
Culberson Hoeffel McNulty
Cunningham Hoekstra Meehan
Davis (CA) Holden Meek (FL)
Davis (FL) Honda Meeks (NY)
Davis (IL) Hooley Mica
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Millender- Regula Snyder
McDonald Rehberg Solis
Miller (FL) Reyes Souder
Miller, Gary Reynolds Spence
Miller, George Riley Spratt
Mink Rivers Stark
Mollohan Rodriguez Stearns
Moran (KS) Roemer Stenholm
Moran (VA) Rogers (KY) Strickland
Morella Rogers (MI) Stump
Murtha Rohrabacher Sununu
Myrick Ros-Lehtinen Tanner
Nadler Ross Tauscher
Napolitano Rothman Tauzin
Neal Roukema Taylor (NC)
Nethercutt Royce Terry
Ney Rush Thomas
Northup Ryan (WI) Thornberry
Norwood Sandlin Thune
Nussle Sawyer Thurman
Obey Saxton Tiahrt
Olver Scarborough Tiberi
Ortiz Schiff Tierney
Osborne Schrock Traficant
Ose Scott Turner
Otter Sensenbrenner Upton
Oxley Serrano Vitter
Pascrell Sessions Walden
Pastor Shadegg Walsh
Paul Shaw Wamp
Pence Shays Watkins (OK)
Peterson (PA) Sherman Watson (CA)
Petri Sherwood Watt (NC)
Phelps Shimkus Watts (OK)
Pickering Shows Weldon (FL)
Pitts Shuster Weldon (PA)
Pombo Simmons Wexler
Pomeroy Simpson Whitfield
Portman Skeen Wilson
Quinn Skelton Wolf
Radanovich Smith (NJ) Woolsey
Rahall Smith (TX) Wynn
Rangel Smith (WA) Young (FL)
NAYS—45

Aderholt Kelly Sanchez
Baird Kennedy (MN) Schaffer
Bishop Kingston Stupak
Bonior Kucinich Sweeney
Borski Latham Taylor (MS)
Brady (PA) Lewis (GA) Thompson (CA)
Capuano LoBiondo Thompson (MS)
Costello McDermott Udall (CO)
DeFazio Menendez Udall (NM)
Filner Moore Velazquez
Gutknecht Oberstar Visclosky
Hastings (FL) Pallone Waters
Hefley Peterson (MN) Weller
Hilliard Ramstad Wicker
Holt Sabo Wu

ANSWERED “PRESENT’"—1

Tancredo
NOT VOTING—40
Boucher Istook Putnam
Burton John Roybal-Allard
Clay Kaptur Ryun (KS)
Clement Largent Sanders
Cox Larsen (WA) Schakowsky
Crane LaTourette Slaughter
Cummings Lipinski Smith (MI)
Doolittle Maloney (CT) Toomey
Doyle Owens Towns
Fattah Payne Waxman
Fossella Pelosi Weiner
Herger Platts Young (AK)
Hinchey Price (NC)
Hinojosa Pryce (OH)
0 1031

So the Journal was approved.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

Stated for:

Mr. MALONEY of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker,
today | was unavoidably detained and missed
rollcall vote No. 189. Had | been present, |
would have voted “yea” on rollcall No. 189.

———
COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE
The SPEAKER laid before the House

the following communication from the
Clerk of the House of Representatives:
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OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, June 25, 2001.
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
The Speaker, House of Representatives, Wash-
ington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: I have the honor to
transmit herewith a facsimile copy of a Cer-
tificate of Election received from the State
Board of Elections, Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia, Mr. Linwood M. Cobbs, Chairman, in-
dicating that, on examination of the Official
Abstracts of Votes on file in that office for
the special election held June 19, 2001, the
Honorable J. Randy Forbes was duly elected
Representative in Congress for the Fourth
Congressional District, Commonwealth of
Virginia.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,
JEFF TRANDAHL.

————

SWEARING IN OF THE HONORABLE
J. RANDY FORBES, OF VIRGINIA,
AS A MEMBER OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER. Will the Member-
elect and the Members of the Virginia
delegation present themselves in the
well.

Mr. FORBES appeared at the bar of
the House and took the oath of office,
as follows:

Do you solemnly swear that you will
support and defend the Constitution of
the United States against all enemies,
foreign and domestic; that you will
bear true faith and allegiance to the
same; that you take this obligation
freely, without any mental reservation
or purpose of evasion, and that you will
well and faithfully discharge the duties
of the office on which you are about to
enter. So help you God.

The SPEAKER. Congratulations, you
are now a Member of the 107th Con-
gress.

———

WELCOMING THE HONORABLE J.
RANDY FORBES TO THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES

(Mr. WOLF asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, it is my
pleasure to welcome the newest Mem-
ber of the House, RANDY FORBES, of
Chesapeake, Virginia.

RANDY won a hard-fought battle to
represent the Fourth District of Vir-
ginia, which was represented by our
former colleague and very, very good
friend, Norman Sisisky, for the last 18
years.

RANDY comes to Congress with a
strong legislative background. He has
served in the Virginia General Assem-
bly since 1990, first as a member of the
House of Delegates, then as a State
senator since 1997. He held leadership
positions in both bodies.

RANDY also has served as the chair-
man of the Republican Party of Vir-
ginia. He had tremendous success re-
cruiting candidates and is credited
with helping Republicans take control
of the Virginia House of Delegates for
the first time in modern history.
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While in the General Assembly,
RANDY was a leader in the Common-
wealth’s drive to abolish parole and
enact truth-in-sentencing laws. He was
the chief patron of a bill that allows
teachers to enforce discipline in their
classrooms without fear of being sued.
And he led the effort to create a school
construction grants program to assist
localities with the skyrocketing costs
of building new schools to help reduce
classroom overcrowding.

I have known RANDY for a long time.
He is good, he is honest, he is ethical,
he is decent, he is moral. He is a very
capable legislator. I know he will be an
outstanding addition to the United
States Congress. He has a longstanding
relationship with a number of other
Members, particularly with those of us
from the Virginia delegation and will
have no trouble at all adapting to how
things are done here in Congress.

RANDY earned his law degree from
the University of Virginia and was the
valedictorian of his 1974 graduating
class at Randolph-Macon College. He
and his wife of 22 years, Shirley, live in
Chesapeake, Virginia. They have four
children.

Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to wel-
come RANDY to the United States Con-
gress. Joining us today are Senator
JOHN W. WARNER and Senator GEORGE
ALLEN. I, along with my other col-
leagues from Virginia and across the
country, look forward to working with
you.

————

EXPRESSING GRATITUDE ON
ELECTION TO CONGRESS

(Mr. FORBES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I can
think of no honor greater than the
privilege of joining the men and women
of this body for whom I have such great
respect. I want to personally thank
you, the congressional leadership, and
those men and women on both sides of
the aisle who have been so gracious in
assisting us in our quick transition to
this new office.

Mr. Speaker, I am also aware that I
will benefit greatly by standing on the
shoulders of a great legislator, Norman
Sisisky, who worked tirelessly for his
constituents for over 18 years. Since he
is no longer with us, and I cannot
thank him personally, I would like to
thank his family and his staff for the
service his office has provided over the
years.

Mr. Speaker, I also want to thank all
the people of the Fourth Congressional
District for giving me their trust and
confidence. I particularly want to
thank my wife, Shirley, my children,
family, friends and supporters for all
their help. I promise to each of you
that I will give all my energy, all my
ability, and all my passion to rep-
resenting the ideals of this Congress
and of fulfilling the hopes, dreams and
needs of the people of the Fourth Con-
gressional District of Virginia.
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Mr. Speaker, last but certainly not
least, I am grateful to the Lord for giv-
ing me the wonderful gift of living in
the greatest Nation on the face of the
earth. I will continue to pray that God
will give me the wisdom and strength
to serve the men and women of the
fourth district and that He will con-
tinue to bless this great Nation.

——

REPUBLICANS TRIUMPH IN AN-

NUAL CONGRESSIONAL BASE-
BALL GAME
(Mr. OXLEY asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OXLEY. Mr. Speaker, today is
the day of bragging rights for the con-
gressional baseball game. I am proud to
announce that the Republican team
won 9 to 1 on Thursday night. I want to
thank MARTIN SABO and all the Demo-
crat participants as well as our own
team for a wonderful game. We had
over 3,000 people come out to the
Baysox ballpark for the game and
raised over $90,000 for charity, the
Washington Literacy Council and the
Boys and Girls Club of Washington.

We are very, very proud of that. This
is a great tradition. This is the 40th
congressional game in the modern era.
I want to thank everybody who partici-
pated.

I thought I would immortalize this
year’s game in poetry so it goes down
in the literary, as well as the sports,
annals and, in the process, raising the
level of culture a little bit in this great
Chamber.

Many of my colleagues may remem-
ber this famous poem by Gerald Hern
on the old Boston Braves pitching
stars, Warren Spahn and Johnny Sain.
They were the team’s only two reliable
pitchers:

First we’ll use Spahn
and then we’ll use Sain.
Then an off day
followed by rain.

Back will come Spahn
followed by Sain

and followed we hope
by 2 days of rain.

With apologies to Mr. Hern, I have
adapted his poem into an ode to my
starting pitcher and MVP, STEVE
LARGENT, the gentleman from OKkla-
homa.

First we’ll use Largent

and then we’ll pitch him again.

As long as his arm’s good

we’ll pitch him in sun or in rain.

Sadly, now he’s retired like Spahn and like
Sain

I probably won’t see his likes again.

Auditioning new pitchers will be a big pain

because you know from last year

that walks drive me insane.

There’s just one more honor

at which Steve can now aim,

not Governor but induction

in the Roll Call Baseball Hall of Fame.

——
CITIZENSHIP FOR GAO ZHAN

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
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the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, today I want to discuss the
tragic story of Gao Zhan. Gao Zhan is
a United States lawful permanent resi-
dent and American University faculty
fellow who is currently being detained
in China on charges of espionage. On
February 11, 2001, while visiting rel-
atives in China, Dr. Zhan and her fam-
ily were arrested on espionage charges.
The Chinese authorities did release
Gao Zhan’s husband and child, both
United States citizens, after being sep-
arated for a month. The child, the lit-
tle boy, is 5 years old. However, Gao
Zhan remains in detention.

There has been no contact with her
since she was arrested over 4 months
ago. All attempts to locate Gao Zhan
have failed. The United States embassy
in China and other United States offi-
cials as well as attorneys from both the
United States and China have tried to
locate the whereabouts of Gao Zhan.
The Chinese government has refused to
share any information.

I have introduced H.R. 1385, which
grants Gao Zhan citizenship in the
United States without her being ad-
ministered the oath of renunciation
and allegiance. This bill is critical
since Gao Zhan is being held against
her will in China and the law provides
different treatment to United States
citizens than it does to United States
lawful permanent residents.

Congress needs to confer this citizen-
ship on Gao Zhan. She is one who needs
to be reunited with her family.

———

TIME TO STOP POINTING FINGERS

(Mr. FOLEY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FOLEY. Mr. Speaker, in the past
few weeks Governor Gray Davis has
turned up the rhetorical heat while
Californians have turned out their
lights because of rolling blackouts ex-
pected to plague the State all summer
long.

The Governor has left no stone
unturned in his campaign to point fin-
gers in any direction. He has blamed
the Federal Government. He has
blamed electric utilities. He has
blamed energy companies. He has even
blamed President Bush. My God. He is
the Energizer bunny of bankrupt ideas.

President Bush recognizes that
America faces serious energy short-
ages, so his administration is putting
forward a comprehensive plan to pro-
tect consumers from fluctuating fuel
costs using 2lst-century technology to
diversify our clean and affordable en-
ergy sources.

But what does Gray Davis do? He
hires spin doctors at $30,000 a month
paid for by the taxpayers to explain
why his State is suffering. I am sure
Governor Davis realizes this is an inap-
propriate use of tax dollars, consid-
ering he is sitting on $26 million in
campaign cash.
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This reminds me of another disaster,
Mr. Governor, the Exxon Valdez. That
is your administration.

———

MONUMENT NEEDED FOR SOME OF
THE BRAVEST AMERICANS

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, today
is the 125th anniversary of Custer’s last
stand, a sad chapter in American his-
tory. To make it even worse, there is
only one monument at Little Bighorn,
to—General Custer!
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Unbelievable. As the story goes,
Uncle Sam took the whole Indian Na-
tion and put them on a reservation. He
took away their native tongue, taught
English to their young, took away
their way of life, killed their children
and their wife. And even the beads they
made by hand were then imported from
Japan.

Beam me up. Is it any wonder that
these brave warriors joined together
massively for one lasting victory to be
remembered throughout all of Amer-
ican history?

Now, Mr. Speaker, their descendants
fight along with our soldiers to keep
America free.

I yield back the need to build a last-
ing monument in tribute to some of
the bravest Americans who ever lived
right here in Washington, D.C.

——————

PRICE CONTROLS MAY BE NICE
POLITICS BUT THEY ARE LOUSY
POLICY

(Mrs. BIGGERT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. BIGGERT. Mr. Speaker, day in
and day out I hear calls for price con-
trols on electricity, and I wonder were
the 1970s that long ago, or are we just
suffering from convenient amnesia?
Am I the only one who remembers the
gas price controls imposed by Presi-
dent Richard Nixon in an effort to en-
sure an adequate supply of gasoline at
reasonable rates? Am I the only one
who remembers that the resulting arti-
ficial low prices did not lower con-
sumption, but did lower supply?

I guess I am the only one who does
not look fondly back on the days of
long lines at the local service station
and gas rationing. Price controls may
be nice politics, but they are lousy pol-
icy. The bottom line is that we are try-
ing to meet today’s energy needs with
yesterday’s energy infrastructure, and
it is not working.

Our energy demand has increased 47
percent over the last 30 years, and yet
we have half as many oil refineries,
static pipeline capacity and 20 times as
many mandated gasoline blends. Low
energy prices through the 1980s and
1990s have lulled American consumers
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and producers into believing that low
prices will always be there, but now we
know that is not true.

————

MUHAMMAD ALI

(Ms. CARSON of Indiana asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today almost 1 week after the
34th anniversary of Muhammad Ali’s
conviction for draft evasion. Muham-
mad Ali sits on anyone’s short list of
the greatest athletes of the 20th cen-
tury. In fact, Time Magazine recently
listed Ali among the top 20 heroes and
icons of the 20th century.

Perhaps Ali’s greatest testament was
the only fight in which he declined to
participate. With the war in Vietnam
dragging on, the draft call was ex-
panded, and the heavyweight champion
of the world was reclassified as 1A, eli-
gible for military service.

Ali was told the news at a training
camp in Miami, and, badgered all day
by the press, he came out with the now
famous line, ‘I ain’t got no quarrel
with them Viet Cong.”

It may have been a spontaneous re-
mark, but he stuck by his word with
courage, conviction and stood out
against the conflict in Vietnam. His
courage to stand by his belief in the
years when the war was still favored by
the majority of Americans will stand
as a testament to those who protested.

I would encourage, Mr. Speaker, my
colleagues in joining, along with the
other 40 cosponsors, in awarding Mu-
hammad Ali a Congressional Gold
Medal. Please sign up.

————
CONGRATULATIONS TO CHARLTON
“CHEWY” JIMERSON, THIS

YEAR’S OUTSTANDING PLAYER
AT UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
congratulate the University of Miami
baseball team and its exceptional
coach Jim Morris for the flawless per-
formance that enabled them to win the
College World Series. The Hurricanes
celebrated their 12-to-1 win over Stan-
ford, and this victory marks their sec-
ond annual title in 3 years.

Professional teams have drafted 11
talented Hurricanes, but it is Charlton
Jimerson who won this year’s Out-
standing Player Award.

Chewy, as he is called by his team-
mates, survived an unstable childhood.
He was raised by his sister Lanette,
who inspired confidence so that he
would achieve success. By writing a
letter, Chewy invited himself to play at
the University of Miami, and today
this fifth-round draft choice of the
Houston Astros is described as the
emotional fuse for a dynamite team.

I ask my congressional colleagues to
join me in commending outstanding
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player Charles Jimerson, his talented
coach Jim Morris, and the amazing
University of Miami baseball team for
an outstanding victory once again.

————

FINGERPOINTING MAY WIN POLIT-
ICAL POINTS AT HOME BUT IT
DOES NOT SOLVE OUR NATION’S
ENERGY CRISIS

(Mrs. MYRICK asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. MYRICK. Mr. Speaker, during
this current energy situation, there
has been a lot of pointing of fingers of
blame in this Chamber. That may win
political points at home, but it sure
does not solve the problem.

President Bush has put forth a very
responsible plan to solve our energy
problem. He has taken the lead. It is a
balanced plan that stresses conserva-
tion as well as increased supply. We, of
course, want to protect the environ-
ment and be responsible with the plan.
There is no question in that.

We also need to reduce our depend-
ency on foreign sources of supply. It is
time that America is in charge of our
supply of energy, not Saddam Hussein.

———

IT IS DEMOCRATS WHO HAVE PUT
CALIFORNIA INTO THIS ENERGY
MESS

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I am sick and tired of being
sick and tired; sick and tired of hearing
Democrats complain about the energy
crisis. The last time I checked, the
Democrat Governor Gray Davis was
and is in charge of California. The last
time I checked, Democrats also con-
trolled the White House for 8 long
years and did nothing. Bill Clinton and
Al Gore had plenty of time to examine
and solve the energy crisis in Cali-
fornia while they were out there vis-
iting Buddhist temples, but they did
not. Instead, Democrats like DASCHLE
and GEPHARDT just play the blame
game.

Democrats are blaming George Bush
and DICK CHENEY for the California en-
ergy problem. They must have forgot-
ten this administration just took of-
fice. If the Democrats had been wise,
they would have been drilling for oil,
building new energy plants and build-
ing new transmission lines. That is
what it takes to solve the problem is
finding resources. In short, it is the
Democrats who put California into this
mess. Americans do not want, need or
deserve the California energy prob-
lems.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ISAKSON). The Chair would remind
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Members that it is not in order to ad-
dress members of the other Chamber.

———

PRICE CONTROLS, THE EVIDENCE
IS THEY DO NOT WORK

(Mr. PETERSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. PETERSON of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, wholesale electric price con-
trols do not work. What better example
of this than California? Leading energy
experts have been saying for months
that one major reason California is in
its current energy mess is because of
price controls. Now we have further
evidence that the price controls are not
the answer.

Last week the Department of Energy
released a report indicating that if
Governor Davis gets his way and a
cost-plus-$25 price cap is implemented,
Californians will be literally in the
dark.

The Department of Energy report
concludes that Governor Davis’ price
caps would result in the delay or aban-
donment of about 1,300 megawatts of
capacity scheduled to be constructed in
the State. What does this mean to Cali-
fornians? It means that 90,000 addi-
tional households could be affected.

As Pennsylvania learned, deregula-
tion can be implemented with success,
but price caps and unnecessary govern-
ment regulations result in shortages
and higher prices. We in Pennsylvania
know that. The Department of Energy
concurs.

——————

HARD-WORKING AMERICANS DE-
SERVE ANSWERS AND THEY DE-
MAND A SOUND ENERGY POLICY

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, our
economy over the last year has showed
signs of slowing. Energy prices are al-
ready too high, and they are going
higher. Much of our country faces ei-
ther energy shortages, blackouts or
both. Major energy shortages are ex-
pected throughout the summer for
most of the West. Gas prices there top
$2.25 a gallon at the pump. Hard-work-
ing Americans deserve answers, and
they demand a sound energy policy.

Mr. Speaker, our Nation’s energy
problems demand multifaceted solu-
tions, including increased supplies of
traditional fossil fuels and alternative
sources of energy as well as improving
energy conservation and efficiency. It
will not be easy, and it will not be
quick, but we have the technology and
the resources to meet our energy needs
for decades, even centuries, to come,
while ensuring a clean environment as
a legacy for our children as well.

We need to work with President Bush
to create a balanced, comprehensive
national energy policy that meets our
energy challenges today and provides
for our needs well into the future.
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ARTISTIC HOMES, A WAY TO CON-
SERVE OUR ENERGY RESOURCES

(Mrs. WILSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. WILSON. Mr. Speaker, on Sat-
urday afternoon I was on the west side
of Albuquerque at Artistic Homes. Ar-
tistic Homes have changed the way
they build homes in order to reduce
utility bills.

I met a first-time buyer family that
is going to buy one of those homes.
They were signing the papers that day.
They currently pay $160 a month for
their electric and gas bill, and they ex-
pect that bill will be $20 a month when
they move into this new home.

That experience reinforces why con-
servation must be a part of our energy
agenda. We have an energy problem in
this country. It is toughest in the
West, but it affects us all. There are
not going to be any quick fixes. We
need a balanced, long-term approach to
give us the stability and the energy
that we need. This is too important to
do anything but the right thing.

We need to start with conservation.
We have made tremendous progress in
this country over the last 20 years. We
are not going back, and nobody wants
to. We need a balanced mix of new sup-
plies of energy, and we have to bring on
the next generation of new supplies of
energy. It is time to pull together and
lead, to give us real answers for our en-
ergy problems.

———

THE TIME HAS COME TO CHANGE
THE OUTDATED DAVIS-BACON ACT

(Mr. BALLENGER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BALLENGER. Mr. Speaker, 1
would like attention to be directed to
one of many problems on the outdated
Davis-Bacon Act of 1931. As my col-
leagues know, this law requires the
State and local construction projects
receiving over $2,000 in Federal aid
must adhere to the Federal prevailing
wage, which on average is 17 to 22 per-
cent higher than the State level. Be-
cause of these higher wages, State and
local construction projects can cost up
to 38 percent more than they would
have without the act.

This enormous waste of taxpayers
dollars is proof that the Davis-Bacon
Act should be modernized. In the 70
years since its introduction, the act
has never been adjusted for inflation
and has not been amended according to
current construction standards. Mean-
while, inflated Davis-Bacon costs con-
tinually hinder emergency relief ef-
forts and federally-assisted construc-
tion projects because of the additional
costs communities must pay if they re-
ceive a mere $2,000 in Federal aid.

Because this $2,000 minimum was set
in 1931 and has never been adjusted, the
gentleman from North Carolina (Mr.
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COBLE) and I have introduced H.R. 2094,
the Davis-Bacon Modernization Act,
which would increase the threshold
from $2,000 to $100,000. While many of
my colleagues believe this number is
not high enough, I believe it is a good
start. Let us make this law more rea-
sonable and, above all, helpful. I urge
my colleagues to help communities
across the country to get more bang
for their buck. Cosponsor and support
the Davis-Bacon Modernization Act.

——————

THE AGRICULTURAL
SUPPLEMENTAL RELIEF ACT

(Mr. POMEROY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. POMEROY. Mr. Speaker, it is an-
other tough year for the farmers of this
country. Commodity prices once again
are below the cost of producing the
crop. Imagine the frustration of invest-
ing one’s heart and soul and extending
virtually everything they own to grow
a crop that when it is harvested and it
is taken to the elevator, the money
that is received does not even cover the
costs they had of growing it. That is, of
course, if the production season is a
good one and a crop is actually gotten.

Yesterday I was in fields in North
Dakota that have been totally dev-
astated by hail. There will be no crop
for these farmers. There will be no in-
come of any kind at the elevator. I
raise this to everyone’s attention be-
cause in a few minutes we are about to
consider the Agricultural Supple-
mental Relief Act. Unfortunately, the
Committee on Agriculture brings for-
ward a proposal that reduces by about
15 percent the amount of relief and sup-
port we gave to farmers last year.

Now farmers’ inputs have gone up. It
is costing more to grow the crop. The
prices are still lousy. It is no time to
cut relief for our farmers. Reject this
and increase assistance.

———

NORTH KOREA

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, I recently
met with a German doctor, Dr. Norbert
Vollertson, and talked to him about his
experiences during his 18 months living
in North Korea.

0 1100

The stories of suffering and the
photos of starving children and adults
were deeply moving. Dr. Vollertson
made a strong statement that should
spur the international community to
action.

When comparing the North Korean
prison camps to Nazi concentration
camps, Dr. Vollertson said, ‘““No jour-
nalist, nobody wanted to believe that
Hitler is so cruel, that the German gov-
ernment is so cruel. I think it is my
duty as a German to learn from his-
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tory, to not make the same mistake
twice.”

He said what is happening in North
Korea in the concentration camps, in
his opinion, is as bad as what happened
during the Second World War. It is the
duty of the international community
not to make the same mistake again,
to ignore the plight of thousands of
people in North Korea who are starving
and in terrible prison situations where
they are beaten and tortured and exe-
cuted in horrific ways.

Mr. Speaker, I call on this body and
the administration to act on behalf of
the people of North Korea, to act to en-
sure that the regime in North Korea is
no longer allowed to continue destroy-
ing its people.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SHIMKUS). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule
XX, the Chair announces that he will
postpone further proceedings today on
each motion to suspend the rules on
which a recorded vote or the yeas and
nays are ordered or on which the vote
is objected to under clause 6 of rule
XX.

Any record votes on postponed ques-
tions will be taken later today.

RECOGNIZING OUTSTANDING AND
INVALUABLE DISASTER RELIEF
ASSISTANCE PROVIDED DURING
TROPICAL STORM ALLISON

Mr. COOKSEY. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 166) recognizing the
outstanding and invaluable disaster re-
lief assistance provided by individuals,
organizations, businesses, and other
entities to the people of Houston,
Texas, and surrounding areas during
the devastating flooding caused by
tropical storm Allison.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. RES. 166

Whereas during June 2001 tropical storm
Allison brought catastrophic flooding to
Houston, Texas, and surrounding areas;

Whereas this disaster tragically and sud-
denly took the lives of 21 people;

Whereas this disaster injured countless
other people, uprooted families, and dev-
astated businesses and institutions;

Whereas the State of Texas has been de-
clared a Federal disaster area, and individ-
uals and families in 28 Texas counties are el-
igible for Federal assistance;

Whereas numerous individuals and entities
have selflessly and heroically given of them-
selves and their resources to aid in the dis-
aster relief efforts; and

Whereas the catastrophic injury, death,
and damage in Houston, Texas, and sur-
rounding areas caused by tropical storm Al-
lison would have been even worse in the ab-
sence of local relief efforts: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives recognizes, for outstanding and invalu-
able service during the devastating flooding
caused by tropical storm Allison in Houston,
Texas, and surrounding areas, the following:

(1) the American Red Cross service centers
located at Sunnyside Multi-Service Center,
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Friendswood Activity Center, Lakewood
Church, and Berean Seventh Day Adventist
Church, the American Red Cross shelters lo-
cated at Salvation Army Community Center,
Arbor Lights Men’s Shelter, the B.LL..O.C.K.,
Oak Village Middle School, Kirby Middle
School, and Sweet Home Missionary Church,
and the many other voluntary relief sites
and shelters who rendered outstanding and
invaluable assistance to the victims of the
disaster;

(2) the Houston Police Department, the
Houston Fire Department, and the Sheriff’s
Department of Harris County, Texas, who
displayed great bravery and dedication in
rendering assistance to the people of Hous-
ton, Texas during the disaster;

(3) Houston Mayor Lee Brown, particularly
for his effort in establishing the Adopt-a-
Family program and for his collaboration in
the disaster relief efforts with Robert
Echols;

(4) Texas Governor Rick Perry and all
other State and local officials, who provided
invaluable support and assistance;

(56) the Federal Emergency Management
Agency, who quickly deployed and responded
to the disaster;

(6) the United States Coast Guard;

(7) the Texas Army National Guard, who
quickly deployed and responded to the dis-
aster;

(8) the employees of Texas Medical Center,
Memorial Hermann Hospital, and Houston
Veteran’s Hospital, who struggled heroically
to perform their jobs amid chaos;

(9) all the volunteers, who are too numer-
ous to name, but who made heroic efforts
and special sacrifices and played a crucial
role in the disaster relief efforts;

(10) the private sector, including major
corporations, other businesses of all sizes,
and their employees, who rapidly and volun-
tarily donated money and other resources to
the disaster relief efforts;

(11) the many media organizations who
aided the relief effort by keeping the com-
munity closely and extensively informed, re-
questing volunteers, and providing informa-
tion regarding dangerous roads; and

(12) all the individuals and organizations
who immediately and unselfishly helped the
people of Houston, Texas, and surrounding
areas in their time of need, took quick and
decisive action for the public good, and dem-
onstrated an ability to work together for a
brighter future.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Louisiana (Mr. COOKSEY) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. LAMPSON) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Louisiana (Mr. COOKSEY).

Mr. COOKSEY. Mr. Speaker, 1 yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I would first like to
note that House Resolution 166 was dis-
charged from committee consideration
and expeditiously brought to the floor
for immediate consideration. This is
not the normal process; but in the in-
terest of time, the committee will oc-
casionally discharge consideration.

House Resolution 166 recognizes the
dedication and tireless efforts of all of
the individuals and organizations who
assisted in relief efforts in Houston,
Texas, during and in the aftermath of
Tropical Storm Allison.

Houston is no stranger to tropical
storms named Allison. In June of 1989,
Tropical Storm Allison wreaked havoc
on Texas and Northern Louisiana,
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dumping 15 inches of rain in the Hous-
ton area. Total damage from that
storm was estimated at $500 million,
and 11 people were killed.

This year’s Allison was more focused.
Between June 5 and 10, Allison inun-
dated the city of Houston with 35
inches of rain. The storm claimed 23
lives and flooded major highways, hos-
pitals, and homes.

According to the American Red
Cross, more than 35,000 homes in the
city and surrounding county were dam-
aged or destroyed. Many hospitals and
laboratories were flooded, resulting in
a blood supply emergency in the great-
er Houston area. Current estimates
place the cost of total damage to the
area in excess of $2 billion.

Fortunately, countless individuals
and organizations came to the assist-
ance of Houston area residents in re-
sponse to the devastation. At its peak,
the Harris County 911 emergency sys-
tem logged 400 to 500 calls each hour.
In response, the Houston Fire Depart-
ment executed 1,200 missions to rescue
flood victims stranded in their homes
and vehicles by high water. The Texas
National Guard assisted in the re-
sponse using b5-ton trucks to rescue
people from their homes. National
Guard and fire department efforts were
supplemented by the U.S. Coast
Guard’s dispatch of rescue helicopters.
Two hundred people were reported res-
cued on June 9 and 10. At the height of
the storm, 15,000 people were housed in
40 emergency shelters.

Without the assistance of all those
who came together to help Houston in
its time of need, including FEMA, the
American Red Cross, Houston’s Mayor,
and Texas Governor Rick Perry, the
number of lives lost and damage to
property from this dangerous storm
would have been much greater.

I support the bill and urge my col-
leagues to join in support of this reso-
lution.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, 1 yield
myself 4 minutes.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong
support of this resolution; and I join
the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms.
JACKSON-LEE), the author, and all my
colleagues in extending my sincere
thanks and appreciation to all of the
personnel throughout Southeast Texas
who have devoted their lives to dis-
aster recovery efforts.

Having walked the streets of
Friendswood, Texas, I saw the heart-
ache and loss, both fiscal and emo-
tional, and got a chance to see a lot of
that devastation. The people of
Friendswood are a strong and resilient
people; but without the heroics of
those individuals who devote their
lives to disaster recovery, the casual-
ties and destruction could have been
much worse.

This resolution recognizes the in-
valuable disaster relief of various agen-
cies, organizations, businesses, and in-
dividuals who assisted the people of
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Houston and the surrounding areas
during the devastating floods of Trop-
ical Storm Allison. The resolution
states that although 21 people died, the
casualties and destruction would have
been even worse, if not for the disaster
relief given by American Red Cross
centers, the voluntary donation of
money and resources from individuals
and private businesses of Texas, the
heroics of the United States Coast
Guard, the Houston police and fire de-
partments, and the valiant efforts of
many other hospitals and shelters. The
bill also lauds the recovery actions of
Houston Mayor Lee Brown and Texas
Governor Rick Perry.

Looking back to Monday, June 4,
when the reconnaissance aircraft first
reported the development of Allison, I
realized that the main impact of this
storm would not be the wind, but would
be the rain. Rain totals throughout
Harris County and in other portions of
my Congressional district exceeded 30
inches during the week-long period
when the remains of Allison brought
relentless flooding to the upper Texas
Gulf Coast.

Of course, no words can adequately
describe the devastation that the
Greater Houston area felt in the wake
of the storm. The Texas coast certainly
had not seen flooding of this magnitude
in decades. Clearly, this event was
more than a wake-up call, it was a
stark reminder of the impressive forces
that still govern the Earth.

In the midst of the disaster and peri-
ods of chaos, there were countless indi-
viduals and organizations responded al-
most instantaneously to help the vic-
tims caught by the flood waters. The
plight of one became the concern of
many, and people displayed an enor-
mous humanitarian spirit that tran-
scended all barriers.

The American Red Cross placed its
disaster relief plans into action and
opened numerous service centers
throughout Harris County and the
Ninth Congressional District of Texas.
The police, fire, sheriff, and emergency
response teams worked quickly and
without reservation to minimize inju-
ries and render invaluable assistance.

The disaster tragically claimed the
lives of now 23 individuals from prac-
tically every walk of life and every
part of the city. Deaths would have
been in the hundreds, were it not for
the heroism, professionalism, and dedi-
cation of all those who re